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Hinweise zum Beantworten der Fragen 

Sehr geehrte Kandidatin, sehr geehrter Kandidat! 

Dieses Aufgabenheft enthält vier Aufgaben. Die Zeit zur Bearbeitung dieser vier Aufgaben beträgt  
60 Minuten.

Verwenden Sie für Ihre Arbeit einen schwarzen oder blauen Stift.

Bevor Sie mit den Aufgaben beginnen, trennen Sie das Antwortblatt heraus.

Schreiben Sie Ihre Antworten ausschließlich auf das dafür vorgesehene Antwortblatt. Beachten Sie dazu 
die Anweisungen der jeweiligen Aufgabenstellung. Sie können im Aufgabenheft Notizen machen. Diese 
werden bei der Beurteilung nicht berücksichtigt. 

Schreiben Sie bitte Ihren Namen in das vorgesehene Feld auf dem Antwortblatt. 

Bei der Bearbeitung der Aufgaben sind keine Hilfsmittel erlaubt.

Kreuzen Sie bei Aufgaben, die Kästchen vorgeben, jeweils nur ein Kästchen an. Haben Sie versehentlich 
ein falsches Kästchen angekreuzt, malen Sie dieses vollständig aus und kreuzen Sie das richtige 
Kästchen an.

A B C X D

Möchten Sie ein bereits von Ihnen ausgemaltes Kästchen als Antwort wählen, kreisen Sie dieses 
Kästchen ein. 

A B C D

Schreiben Sie Ihre Antworten bei Aufgaben, die das Eintragen von einzelnen Buchstaben verlangen, 
leserlich und in Blockbuchstaben. Falls Sie eine Antwort korrigieren möchten, malen Sie das Kästchen 
aus und schreiben Sie den richtigen Buchstaben rechts neben das Kästchen.

B    FG

Falls Sie bei den Aufgaben, die Sie mit einem bzw. bis zu maximal vier Wörtern beantworten können, 
eine Antwort korrigieren möchten, streichen Sie bitte die falsche Antwort durch und schreiben Sie die 
richtige daneben oder darunter. Alles, was nicht durchgestrichen ist, zählt zur Antwort. 

falsche Antwort    richtige Antwort

Beachten Sie, dass bei der Testmethode Richtig/Falsch/Begründung beide Teile (Richtig/Falsch und  
Die ersten vier Wörter) korrekt sein müssen, um mit einem Punkt bewertet werden zu können.

Jede richtige Antwort wird mit einem Punkt bewertet. Bei jeder Aufgabe finden Sie eine Angabe zu den 
maximal erreichbaren Punkten.

Viel Erfolg!



1

2

ANTWORTBLATT

NAME:

Safe driving saves money
Von der 

Lehrperson 
auszufüllen

0 £3,600 a year richtig falsch

1

2

3

4

5

 ___ / 5 P.

Crime rate in green cities
Von der 

Lehrperson 
auszufüllen

T F First four words
0 X The study, published online richtig falsch

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

 ___ / 7 P.



3

4

ANTWORTBLATT

NAME:

___ von 30 P.

Signal failure Von der Lehrperson auszufüllen

richtig falsch richtig falsch richtig falsch richtig falsch

0 1 2 3 1 2 3

K
4 5 6 7 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 8 9 10

 ___ / 10 P.

Why is it some people do not 
accept scientific facts? Von der Lehrperson auszufüllen

richtig falsch richtig falsch richtig falsch richtig falsch

0 1 2 3 1 2 3

G
4 5 6 7 4 5 6 7

8 8

 ___ / 8 P.



4

1 5 P.
Read the advertising material for car insurance. Answer the questions (1–5) using a maximum 
of 4 words. Write your answers in the spaces provided on the answer sheet. The first one (0) 
has been done for you.

  

Safe driving saves money

Many young people would love to have their own 
car and start driving – until they see the huge 
cost of insurance. Because under-25s have a 
reputation for being at greater risk of having 
accidents than older drivers, the whole age 
group is tarred with the same brush, and plenty 
of young men and women who drive carefully 
and sensibly are unfairly penalized. According 
to the accountancy firm Mazars, research 
shows that the cost of insurance policies for 
young people could rise by as much as 50% 
over the next two years, reaching up to £3,600 
a year. That’s why The Co-operative Insurance 
introduced its Young Driver Insurance earlier this 
year, actively rewarding young people for safe 
driving and helping to keep their bills down. The 
scheme is already making a tangible difference, 
and may help prevent young people from being 
priced out of the driving market.

The secret to this scheme is a clever little 
device called Smartbox, which uses telematics 
technology to monitor the policyholder’s standard 
of driving. Their premiums could be substantially 
reduced if it shows that they are behaving 
responsibly on the roads. Their driving score is 
reviewed every 90 days, and if they demonstrate 
good driving, a Safer Driving Discount is 
awarded. This can be as much as 15% off the 
policyholder’s future premiums, and is in addition 
to the No Claim Discount. Using Smartbox to 
offer this Safer Driving Discount is unique to The 
Co-operative Insurance.

 

More than half of drivers under the age of 25 
could save up to £505 on their initial premium, 
according to independent online research by the 
UK organization Consumer Intelligence. And this 
scheme is already making a big difference: Safer 
Driving Discounts have been given to 82% of all 
policyholders since the launch.

About the size of an iPhone, Smartbox is installed 
out of sight in the vehicle, where it collects data 
about speed, braking, cornering, acceleration 
and the time of day when the vehicle is being 
driven. The policyholder can also check their 
“safer driving score” on their personal user-
friendly online driving dashboard. If they need 
to make improvements, the online dashboard 
provides helpful hints and tips for achieving a 
better score.

Ideal for male or female drivers aged 17 to 
24, the Pay-How-You-Drive scheme helps 
parents too. It could save you money if you are 
contributing to your children’s insurance and if 
you take out your own Co-operative Young Driver 
Insurance with your son or daughter as a named 
driver. It’s such a weight off parents’ minds 
to watch their children become responsible 
motorists. This scheme offers a clear incentive to 
drive safely: now that’s peace of mind.
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Read the advertising material for car insurance. Answer the questions (1–5) using a maximum 
of 4 words. Write your answers in the spaces provided on the answer sheet. The first one (0) 
has been done for you.

  

Safe driving saves money

Many young people would love to have their own 
car and start driving – until they see the huge 
cost of insurance. Because under-25s have a 
reputation for being at greater risk of having 
accidents than older drivers, the whole age 
group is tarred with the same brush, and plenty 
of young men and women who drive carefully 
and sensibly are unfairly penalized. According 
to the accountancy firm Mazars, research 
shows that the cost of insurance policies for 
young people could rise by as much as 50% 
over the next two years, reaching up to £3,600 
a year. That’s why The Co-operative Insurance 
introduced its Young Driver Insurance earlier this 
year, actively rewarding young people for safe 
driving and helping to keep their bills down. The 
scheme is already making a tangible difference, 
and may help prevent young people from being 
priced out of the driving market.

The secret to this scheme is a clever little 
device called Smartbox, which uses telematics 
technology to monitor the policyholder’s standard 
of driving. Their premiums could be substantially 
reduced if it shows that they are behaving 
responsibly on the roads. Their driving score is 
reviewed every 90 days, and if they demonstrate 
good driving, a Safer Driving Discount is 
awarded. This can be as much as 15% off the 
policyholder’s future premiums, and is in addition 
to the No Claim Discount. Using Smartbox to 
offer this Safer Driving Discount is unique to The 
Co-operative Insurance.

 

More than half of drivers under the age of 25 
could save up to £505 on their initial premium, 
according to independent online research by the 
UK organization Consumer Intelligence. And this 
scheme is already making a big difference: Safer 
Driving Discounts have been given to 82% of all 
policyholders since the launch.

About the size of an iPhone, Smartbox is installed 
out of sight in the vehicle, where it collects data 
about speed, braking, cornering, acceleration 
and the time of day when the vehicle is being 
driven. The policyholder can also check their 
“safer driving score” on their personal user-
friendly online driving dashboard. If they need 
to make improvements, the online dashboard 
provides helpful hints and tips for achieving a 
better score.

Ideal for male or female drivers aged 17 to 
24, the Pay-How-You-Drive scheme helps 
parents too. It could save you money if you are 
contributing to your children’s insurance and if 
you take out your own Co-operative Young Driver 
Insurance with your son or daughter as a named 
driver. It’s such a weight off parents’ minds 
to watch their children become responsible 
motorists. This scheme offers a clear incentive to 
drive safely: now that’s peace of mind.

0 How much might a young driver soon be paying for annual insurance?

1 What special policy encourages responsible driving?

2 What Smartbox result is checked at regular intervals?

3 Whose findings does the author refer to?

4 What does the Smartbox record apart from the way the car is handled?

5 What can Smartbox users consult outside the car to get important 
information?
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2 7 P.
Read the text about how safe green cities are. First decide whether the statements (1–7) are 
true (T) or false (F) and put a cross (T) in the correct box on the answer sheet. Then identify 
the sentence in the text which supports your decision. Write the fi rst 4 words of this sentence in 
the space provided. There may be more than one correct answer; write down only one. The fi rst 
one (0) has been done for you.

  

Crime rate in green cities
Who doesn't love a tree? Apparently 
criminals. Researchers have found that 
leafi er places in Baltimore tend to have lower 
crime rates than those with few or no trees.

A new study looking across Baltimore City 
and Baltimore County has found that with few 
exceptions, the frequency of crimes reported 
in a particular block or neighborhood goes 
down as the tree cover gets thicker. Just 
a 10 percent increase in leaf canopy was 
associated with a 12 percent drop in crime, it 
concluded.

The study, published online in the journal 
Landscape and Urban Planning, supports 
arguments by advocates that environmental 
factors, and not just more police, can fi ght 
crime. And it challenges the notion that 
thick vegetation gives cover to car thieves, 
muggers and other would-be criminals.

"It stands to reason," said Sarah Lord, head 
of Baltimore's forestry board, "because a 
shade tree allows you to sit out on your steps 
and be more neighborly and watch out for 
the community."

While shrubs may shield bad behavior, 
mature, well-tended trees do just the 
opposite, said J. Morgan Grove, a social 
ecologist with the U.S. Forest Service and 
one of the study's three authors. That could 
be important for a city like Baltimore, where 
trees cover just 27 percent of its landscape 
and some neighborhoods are practically 
barren.

The study, underwritten by the Forest Service 
and the National Science Foundation, looked 
only at the statistical relationship between 
trees and crime, without trying to prove 
cause and effect. But Grove, who is part of a 
wide-ranging, long-running ecological study 
of Baltimore, had a couple of theories about 
why trees might curb criminal activity.

Trees "get people outside," he said in a 
recent interview while walking around Franklin 
Square, a West Baltimore neighborhood with 
both leafy and treeless blocks. Shady streets 
are cooler in summer, encouraging people to 
sit or stroll outside. And criminals likely avoid 
places where their deeds might be spotted 
and reported, Grove suggested.
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Read the text about how safe green cities are. First decide whether the statements (1–7) are 
true (T) or false (F) and put a cross (T) in the correct box on the answer sheet. Then identify 
the sentence in the text which supports your decision. Write the fi rst 4 words of this sentence in 
the space provided. There may be more than one correct answer; write down only one. The fi rst 
one (0) has been done for you.

  

Crime rate in green cities
Who doesn't love a tree? Apparently 
criminals. Researchers have found that 
leafi er places in Baltimore tend to have lower 
crime rates than those with few or no trees.

A new study looking across Baltimore City 
and Baltimore County has found that with few 
exceptions, the frequency of crimes reported 
in a particular block or neighborhood goes 
down as the tree cover gets thicker. Just 
a 10 percent increase in leaf canopy was 
associated with a 12 percent drop in crime, it 
concluded.

The study, published online in the journal 
Landscape and Urban Planning, supports 
arguments by advocates that environmental 
factors, and not just more police, can fi ght 
crime. And it challenges the notion that 
thick vegetation gives cover to car thieves, 
muggers and other would-be criminals.

"It stands to reason," said Sarah Lord, head 
of Baltimore's forestry board, "because a 
shade tree allows you to sit out on your steps 
and be more neighborly and watch out for 
the community."

While shrubs may shield bad behavior, 
mature, well-tended trees do just the 
opposite, said J. Morgan Grove, a social 
ecologist with the U.S. Forest Service and 
one of the study's three authors. That could 
be important for a city like Baltimore, where 
trees cover just 27 percent of its landscape 
and some neighborhoods are practically 
barren.

The study, underwritten by the Forest Service 
and the National Science Foundation, looked 
only at the statistical relationship between 
trees and crime, without trying to prove 
cause and effect. But Grove, who is part of a 
wide-ranging, long-running ecological study 
of Baltimore, had a couple of theories about 
why trees might curb criminal activity.

Trees "get people outside," he said in a 
recent interview while walking around Franklin 
Square, a West Baltimore neighborhood with 
both leafy and treeless blocks. Shady streets 
are cooler in summer, encouraging people to 
sit or stroll outside. And criminals likely avoid 
places where their deeds might be spotted 
and reported, Grove suggested.

0 Data proved the opinion wrong that only law and order offers protection.

1 Any kind of greenery keeps offenders away. 

2 The survey examined reasons for the link between green areas and violence.

3 Crime rates rise in well-frequented places. 

4 It is believed that a run-down building invites people to break the law. 

5 Misbehavior is connected to the size of green spaces. 

6 Experts collected information on various illegal activities all across the USA.

7 State and privately owned real estate showed the same decrease in illegal acts.

It is also likely that a block lined with healthy 
trees encourages troublemakers to see it as 
a tight-knit area where people look out for 
each other, Grove added.

That is a variation on the "broken-window" 
theory that suggests visible signs of disrepair 
like a broken window tend to encourage 
vandalism and escalating criminal activity if 
not remedied.

"In the tree world, we call it the 'empty tree 
pit' theory," said Grove, referring to the 
holes cut in sidewalks to accommodate 
trees. "If you have trees in the pits they are 
symbols of the fact that the neighborhood 
is cared about. If they see you breaking into 
someone's car, they are going to call the 
cops."

Another study, also by Forest Service 
researchers, of 2,800 homes in Portland, 
Ore., found fewer crimes around places with 
many large, mature trees. But the Baltimore 

study is the first to analyze such a large area, 
Grove said.

Using Spotcrime, an online crime mapping 
service, the researchers developed an 
index of all robberies, burglaries, thefts and 
shootings reported throughout the city and 
county from 2007 to 2010. Researchers 
mapped tree canopy information from 
satellite imagery and then fed all the data 
into a computer to match it up, filtering out 
other factors that might influence the results, 
such as income.

The link to reduced crime was most apparent 
on public land, such as parks, schoolyards 
and other government property with lots 
of mature trees. But tree-lined streets and 
avenues also had somewhat lower criminal 
activity.

Grove said he hoped the study's findings 
would boost and help guide tree-planting 
efforts in Baltimore. 
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3 10 P.
Read the text about different ways of showing other people what we want. Some parts are 
missing. Choose the correct part (A–M) for each gap (1–10). There are two extra parts that you 
should not use. Write your answers in the boxes provided on the answer sheet. The first one (0) 
has been done for you.

  

Signal failure
How much assistance do you welcome when 
you’re shopping? Personally, my idea of hell is to 
be closely shadowed around a shop by an over-
eager assistant – (0) ___.

“For God’s sake, stop following me!”, I did 
once shout at a surprised assistant in a pricey 
jewellery shop in New York. She fell back a 
couple of paces, (1) ___ (company policy, I 
expect). In the end I left in a huff, making a lofty, 
it’s-your-loss, I-would-have-bought-something-
but-you-blew-it kind of noise (2) ___. 

So I’m excited by a clever idea from a cosmetic 
company (Clinique, as it happens). Apparently, 
they’ve come up with a range of colour-coded 
wristbands for customers to wear – (3) ___. A 
pink band signifies “Browsing and happy”. (In 
other words, “Don’t speak. Go away. I’ll scream 
if you come near me.”) A white one says, “Time 
is of the essence.” (“Can’t you see (4) ___? I 
want you to serve me NOW!”) Lastly, a green one 
says, “(5) ___. Let’s talk” – which I suspect the 
company thinks of as a middle-ground sort of 
message, forgetting that it will frequently mean, 
“(6) ___ but I haven’t talked to a living soul, not 
for weeks, possibly months, and you look like 
such a nice person with your lovely skin and I’m 
sure you won’t judge me or call security like they 
did in the last shop.”

Whether this simple three-colour system covers 
all eventualities I’m not sure. I can certainly 
foresee problems (7) ___ and finds that she can’t 
get anyone’s attention except by tearing off the 
pink wristband with her teeth. But the wristband 
system would certainly be a boon in the world 
beyond the cosmetic counter: how are you 
supposed to know whether a fellow dog-walker, 
say, is happy to pass the time of day? 

Of course, (8) ___. Teenagers wearing 
headphones are surely sending out a pretty 
strong noli-me-tangere signal; but I wonder if 
it works. I never wear headphones in public, 
except on planes – (9) ___. It seems that all cabin 
staff have been trained to wait for the precise 
moment you put your headphones on to come 
and ask you – at normal speaking volume – if 
everything is OK.

One thing worries me about all this: the number 
of unofficial codes (10) ___. In my youth I recall 
men at university sporting a particular kind of 
silver bracelet and – although I noticed it – I still 
don’t know whether it was coincidence, fashion 
or overt gay signalling.
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Read the text about different ways of showing other people what we want. Some parts are 
missing. Choose the correct part (A–M) for each gap (1–10). There are two extra parts that you 
should not use. Write your answers in the boxes provided on the answer sheet. The first one (0) 
has been done for you.

  

Signal failure
How much assistance do you welcome when 
you’re shopping? Personally, my idea of hell is to 
be closely shadowed around a shop by an over-
eager assistant – (0) ___.

“For God’s sake, stop following me!”, I did 
once shout at a surprised assistant in a pricey 
jewellery shop in New York. She fell back a 
couple of paces, (1) ___ (company policy, I 
expect). In the end I left in a huff, making a lofty, 
it’s-your-loss, I-would-have-bought-something-
but-you-blew-it kind of noise (2) ___. 

So I’m excited by a clever idea from a cosmetic 
company (Clinique, as it happens). Apparently, 
they’ve come up with a range of colour-coded 
wristbands for customers to wear – (3) ___. A 
pink band signifies “Browsing and happy”. (In 
other words, “Don’t speak. Go away. I’ll scream 
if you come near me.”) A white one says, “Time 
is of the essence.” (“Can’t you see (4) ___? I 
want you to serve me NOW!”) Lastly, a green one 
says, “(5) ___. Let’s talk” – which I suspect the 
company thinks of as a middle-ground sort of 
message, forgetting that it will frequently mean, 
“(6) ___ but I haven’t talked to a living soul, not 
for weeks, possibly months, and you look like 
such a nice person with your lovely skin and I’m 
sure you won’t judge me or call security like they 
did in the last shop.”

Whether this simple three-colour system covers 
all eventualities I’m not sure. I can certainly 
foresee problems (7) ___ and finds that she can’t 
get anyone’s attention except by tearing off the 
pink wristband with her teeth. But the wristband 
system would certainly be a boon in the world 
beyond the cosmetic counter: how are you 
supposed to know whether a fellow dog-walker, 
say, is happy to pass the time of day? 

Of course, (8) ___. Teenagers wearing 
headphones are surely sending out a pretty 
strong noli-me-tangere signal; but I wonder if 
it works. I never wear headphones in public, 
except on planes – (9) ___. It seems that all cabin 
staff have been trained to wait for the precise 
moment you put your headphones on to come 
and ask you – at normal speaking volume – if 
everything is OK.

One thing worries me about all this: the number 
of unofficial codes (10) ___. In my youth I recall 
men at university sporting a particular kind of 
silver bracelet and – although I noticed it – I still 
don’t know whether it was coincidence, fashion 
or overt gay signalling.

A of which I must be unaware

B I don’t actually want to buy anything

C that made no impression on anyone

D I’m an important person in a hurry

E I have realized it is the truth

F when the browsing person finally decides to make a purchase

G that, I feel, is a great pity

H where the code seems to work in reverse

I to signal to staff the level of attention required

J but wouldn’t quit tailing me

K especially once I’ve established that I’m happy to browse

L there are some unofficial systems already in place

M I have time
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4 8 P.
Read the text about why some people do not trust science. Some parts are missing. Choose the 
correct part (A–K) for each gap (1–8). There are two extra parts that you should not use. Write 
your answers in the boxes provided on the answer sheet. The first one (0) has been done for 
you.

  

Why is it some people do not accept scientific facts?
Many people hold beliefs that clash with science, 
such as the efficacy of unproven medical 
interventions, the mystical nature of out-of-body 
experiences, and the legitimacy of astrology and 
ESP. The tenacity of these non-scientific beliefs is 
frustrating to many scientists, who wonder: Why 
do people believe these weird, unproven things?

Actually, this resistance to scientific facts has a 
perfectly rational basis. Scientific facts are often 
themselves weird, because they (0) ___ that even 
children hold. For example, one-year-olds know 
that objects will fall to the ground if unsupported. 
It is therefore difficult for them to understand that 
the Earth is round; if it were, the people and things 
on the other side should fall off. One reason that 
people resist science, then, is that science is often 
unintuitive.

But this does not (1) ___ to science.  After all, almost 
all of us eventually learn that the Earth is round, 
and we accept other strange scientific facts as 
well, like the fact that apparently solid objects are 
mostly empty space. So why are facts like these 
accepted while others, such as evolution, are not?

Trusting our teachers
We believe that the answer (2) ___. We accept 
new information, even if it is unintuitive, if we 
trust the source. In some cases, this trust is a 
no-brainer – certain scientific views are taken 
for granted by everyone, and are not associated 

with any particular person or group. For example, 
the existence of electricity is generally assumed 
in day-to-day conversation and is not marked 
as uncertain; nobody says that they ‘believe in 
electricity’.

The situation gets more complicated, though, 
when the information is not universally accepted. 
Sometimes, different sources (3) ___. A child might 
note that science teachers make surprising claims 
about the origin of human beings, for example, 
while their parents and religious leaders make 
different claims.

To decide which claims to believe, we don’t  
(4) ___. We can’t. Scientists and other authorities 
make all sorts of claims about the world, 
and nobody has the time, the interest, or the 
competence to evaluate all of them. Instead each 
of us asks: Who should I trust? The doctor or the 
psychic healer? The biologist or the theologian?

Trust in scientists
Not surprisingly, scientists will argue that a 
rational person should trust the scientist. We 
agree, but it’s worth noting that some skepticism 
toward scientific authority (5) ___. Scientists have 
personal biases due to ego or ambition – just 
read any grant proposal. There are also political 
and moral biases, particularly in social science 
research dealing with contentious issues such 
as the long-term effects of being raised by gay 
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Read the text about why some people do not trust science. Some parts are missing. Choose the 
correct part (A–K) for each gap (1–8). There are two extra parts that you should not use. Write 
your answers in the boxes provided on the answer sheet. The first one (0) has been done for 
you.

  

Why is it some people do not accept scientific facts?
Many people hold beliefs that clash with science, 
such as the efficacy of unproven medical 
interventions, the mystical nature of out-of-body 
experiences, and the legitimacy of astrology and 
ESP. The tenacity of these non-scientific beliefs is 
frustrating to many scientists, who wonder: Why 
do people believe these weird, unproven things?

Actually, this resistance to scientific facts has a 
perfectly rational basis. Scientific facts are often 
themselves weird, because they (0) ___ that even 
children hold. For example, one-year-olds know 
that objects will fall to the ground if unsupported. 
It is therefore difficult for them to understand that 
the Earth is round; if it were, the people and things 
on the other side should fall off. One reason that 
people resist science, then, is that science is often 
unintuitive.

But this does not (1) ___ to science.  After all, almost 
all of us eventually learn that the Earth is round, 
and we accept other strange scientific facts as 
well, like the fact that apparently solid objects are 
mostly empty space. So why are facts like these 
accepted while others, such as evolution, are not?

Trusting our teachers
We believe that the answer (2) ___. We accept 
new information, even if it is unintuitive, if we 
trust the source. In some cases, this trust is a 
no-brainer – certain scientific views are taken 
for granted by everyone, and are not associated 

with any particular person or group. For example, 
the existence of electricity is generally assumed 
in day-to-day conversation and is not marked 
as uncertain; nobody says that they ‘believe in 
electricity’.

The situation gets more complicated, though, 
when the information is not universally accepted. 
Sometimes, different sources (3) ___. A child might 
note that science teachers make surprising claims 
about the origin of human beings, for example, 
while their parents and religious leaders make 
different claims.

To decide which claims to believe, we don’t  
(4) ___. We can’t. Scientists and other authorities 
make all sorts of claims about the world, 
and nobody has the time, the interest, or the 
competence to evaluate all of them. Instead each 
of us asks: Who should I trust? The doctor or the 
psychic healer? The biologist or the theologian?

Trust in scientists
Not surprisingly, scientists will argue that a 
rational person should trust the scientist. We 
agree, but it’s worth noting that some skepticism 
toward scientific authority (5) ___. Scientists have 
personal biases due to ego or ambition – just 
read any grant proposal. There are also political 
and moral biases, particularly in social science 
research dealing with contentious issues such 
as the long-term effects of being raised by gay 

A provide conflicting information

B question the findings of a genetic researcher

C fully explain adult resistance

D is clearly rational

E would be mistaken in the end

F has to do with how people learn

G contradict basic beliefs about the world

H typically evaluate the information itself

I seem completely beside the point

J trust a geologist about the age of the Earth

K ignore all this

parents or the explanation for gender differences 
in test scores. It would be naive to (6) ___, and 
someone who accepted all ‘scientific’ information 
would be a patsy.

People who disagree with what scientists have 
to say about social issues might reasonably 
infer that it is not safe to trust their statements in 
general. But this rejection of science (7) ___. The 
community of scientists have a legitimate claim to 
trustworthiness that other social institutions, such 
as religions and political movements, lack. The 
structure of scientific inquiry involves procedures 
such as experiments and open debate that are 

strikingly successful at revealing truths about the 
world. All other things being equal, one is wise 
to (8) ___ rather than a priest or politician. One 
way to combat resistance to science, then, is to 
persuade children and adults that the institute of 
science is, for the most part, worthy of trust.

In sum, people will resist scientific claims when 
these claims clash with early emerging, intuitive 
expectations about the way the world works, and 
when these claims are contested within a society 
by people who are trusted.


